of East and West, ancient and modern system of edu
an integral philosophy of education through his ]
Here, experiments are conducted to evolve a new system
maybe adopted for the reconstruction of Indian educa
fulfillment of swadharma as the law of life and wants
in a nation should fulfill his swadharma. Hence,

LIFE OF SRI AUROBINDO GHOSH

Sri kzi\;urobindo Ghosh, a famous sage, poet, patriot, Phll SOp :
}Ish own l?y the hame Aurobindo, was born on
© word ‘Aurobindo’ means ‘Lotus’ in sanskrit.
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,\m'uhimto studicd'sanskrit language and literature in Indi d

al ;ulwscrl :mil fOl(l)lfetl;l:eSdaS Pslecgetary to the Maharaja for f:u:tzens?r:;(:

o princely State roda. He became a profes i

e gt ot M G B

e and p}nlosophyl of Inc'lla. He practiced yoga in 1904. As per the

insll‘l‘“"‘““ .01 the Indian National Congress, he became the principal of
National College (now Jadavpur University) at Kolkata. Aftg,r the

bpgengal N - :
gengl partition “(1905), Aurobindo resigned from his job and became an
ive ireedom fighter. He launched the journals Vande Matram, Karma

Yog!: pharm and .the Benga]i' daily Yugantar to propagate his revolutionary
ideas and arouse intensss feelings of nationalism among the people of India.
His political and natlonahst.lc sentiments were expressed through his writings
and fiery speeches. The British Government arrested Aurobindo and put him
i Alipore jail for a year in connection with the Alipore Bomb Case in
1908. When he was in jail, he spent most of his time in yoga, meditation
and the study of the Gita, philosophy and spiritual literature.
Once he was in Alipore jail, he realised the presence of God in a
dream. After his release from the prison, he shunned all his political activities
d immediately and returned to Pondicherry for penance and spiritual advancement.
He spent his retired life at his ashram in Pondicherry. He became a yogi and
devoted his time to yoga and meditation. He preached his philosophy of
dharma, education, spiritual advancement and brahmacharya across the country.
He had set up an international ashram and International Centre of Education
at Pondicherry and started several educational and social activities. He
established Auroville as a city of universal culture for international cooperation
and human unity. Aurobindo propounded his major philosophy and published
itin Arya a new journal in English from 1914 to 1921. Aurobindo, the great
saint, passed away on December 5, 1950. His demise put an end to a
glorious chapter in the spiritual history of India.

' AUROBINDO’S GENERAL PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE

' Sri Aurobindo’s philosophy of life is based on an experienced integralism. It

' is a synthesis of idealism, realism, naturalism and pragmatism. His life began
al, philosophical and poetic

with psychic experiences connected with his politic poeti
life. The general philosophical ideas of Aurobindo are found mostly in his

- Weekly newspaper “karma yoga'

' Corner stone of Indian thought: Jnana (knowledge), Bhakti (devotion) and
' K“'_ma (work ethics) are the three corerstones Upot which the Indian philosophy
of life has been built. Those who resort to Jnand, Bhakti and Karma can walk

- 00 the divine path. Aurobindo stood against the exclusive em.phasis on t.hem(.1
He did not want to deprive the individual of the variety of life. He believe

any such emphasis resulted in the lopsided development of 2 personality.
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hat there should be a combinaFion of.,I.ndia.?
PRI j creativeness and intel]ectuamy'.Spm.tuah'
S u‘llu“llll)’vl dian mind, the sense of the infinite is nat1v¢
key of lfl‘c {;’]l‘ness was a spiritual age when she sought
of Indl;l b‘i](e‘nce through the intuitive mind and through a
[rulh‘ 0 flrela‘i on of both the psychic and the physical
and 1'nten};al faith in the creativeness of India. “For thr
E,ds ld‘_fglndiﬂ has been creating abgndantly: incessgnﬂ
inexhaustible many sidedness republics and kngdail
and cosmogonies and sciences; creeds, arts and poems
arts spiritual, arts worldly, ... the 11§t is .endless anfl;
about a plethora of activity”. The thlrfi Plll?:-‘r Of India’s g
intellectuality. In the words of Aurobl.ndo, dle e
depends on its strong intellectuality. I.t is {flt on?e %_lllStelF
minute, powerful and delicate, massive in principle an

He felt t

Ay
Integral approach to Indian thought: Aurobindo wanted tc
in Indian thoughts. He also wanted to see life as a who
strike a balance between the multicoloured shades of i
Gita. He says that there is a fellowship between God anc
with God can be achieved by disinterested action (Nisk :
never-ending meditation, self-forgetting devotion and fi
of all things in God.

Synthesis and understanding: The basic principle of A
of life is the synthesis and understanding of life &
believed that the Gita preserves a proper balance in: ,
devotion and work. In the words of Aurobindo, “He i
and become one entirety”. He is the supreme bein

Swami Sivananda says, “Aurobindo is the consumr
Indian spirit of synthesis”.

Unity of truth:  Aurobindo arrived at the concept o
by synthesising the views in Indian thoughts. He ¢
thefe 1s undoubtedly a truth, one and eternal, whi
which all other truth derives, by the light of which
rightful place in the total scheme of knowledge’
;:Z:i;l:l:g; : :?lrsn 15 the keyword of Aurobind -
Integral truth, Op

;r:‘:lex.aAurobindo remarks, “Man will become a su
& Bi}lp?r mental consciouspess. Consciousness

» Bliss: Truth, Beauty, Goodness™. y
Superman: Man becomes

® a su y
surrenders himge]f complete e i e

ly to the will of God
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o aimed at the integral man, The superman is the i
e integral Ma
n, the

AW an who makes an ideal society.

Yoo aurobindo thought that there is a wid
. mind and the super nﬁnd. He tried to inte l.;te gulf Pctween the
ough purna yoga (Fig. 9.1). He believedgthe them into a single
W o realise the supreme, the Purushothama. Acco d‘,“ purna yoga helps
" yogs n the words of Aurobindo “The very ﬁ: t";g to him, “All life
. (o face life and i.ls trials with a quiet mind, a firm io esson in this yoga
" ance o0 (he Divine Shakti”. According to Aurobindouf;%e and ag enbire
 der to God is the first step of Yoga”. In fact, Aur’ o 4 “’nCOndltnonal
e creation of divinity in the whole man. The educa(;iolzdgfst}? oy a(iims
e mind is

«ed in order tO achieve the aim of yoga

‘/Jnana Yoga Raja Y.
aja Yoga

Purna Yoga

Bhakti Yoga ;
Karma Yoga

FIG. 9.1 Types of yoga.

Life: A.Aurobindo was of the opinion that life is universal and it is imperishable
According to him, “Life is a form of cosmic energy; a dynamic movemen-t
?rrh'currem of it, positive Or negative, a constant act or play of the force
vhich builds up forms, energises them by an unceasing process of disintegration
and renewal of their substances’. PR

ebirth: - Aurobindo had a deep faith in the philosophy of rebirth. According

to him, bi : it ;
im, birth and death are a predetermined process it the scheme of evolution.
umstances of rebirth center

I . ;
£0T§dwords of Aurobindo, “All the secrets of circ v

a3 0the capital need of the soul, the need of growth, the need of experience,
governs the line of its evolution and all the rest is aCCeSSOTY”-

L i
B?:l ;}fek;rma:. Aurobindo believed that man is the maker of his own fate.
dctiong Oferedlty and environment aré determined by the'_ presgnt an.d past
¢ belie\,edman' He found continuity between--different vbu;hs; In th}s way
e of sou] the doctrine of karma. However, karma does pot detgnmne the
the individual is 10 -
the individual soul
jife alone, but for

Evolyg; R

tio LS LA st

e c0nti’:1 of man: Aurobindo was of the oplmon_that

ith the SUOUS process of evolution to attain the union of
upreme soul. According to him, «L jfe is not for

W
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meaning for all things dep-éil.
which guides, regulates andes

144 - philosophical

e is an inner law and
he inner law,
s it into action.
Experienced integration: Aurobindo’s philosophy 18 the teshlt

» 1t is an integral approach to

of “experienced integration”.
problems of human life. It is a synthesis of the idealism, reali

and pragmatism of the East and the West and of the old an
R

Spiritualism: Aurobindo was a spiritualist. He regretted the e
i}l?hments,. which is responsible for the decay of human socg
e radical defect of all civilization has been the negleé{tg""

elements”.
R

God. Ther
supreme’. This is t
universe, and prope]



